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Preamble

Now therefore we, the members of Christ Community Church, do hereby organize ourselves in accord 
with the Florida Nonprofit Corporation Act and adopt this Constitution as our articles of governance, and 
shall serve as the Church ByLaws for purposes of compliance with the nonprofit corporation laws of the 
State of Florida, to be interpreted at all times to reflect the character of and bring glory to Jesus Christ, 

as revealed in the Holy Bible and articulated in the standards set forth in the Statement of Faiths as 
expressed in the Appendices entitled BF&M 2000, The Gospel Coalition Confession of Faith, the 

Covenant (2014) of this church, and the Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality.

Article 1 – Name

The name of this church is Christ Community Church of Citrus County.

Article 2 – Foundation, Object and Purpose2

1. The foundation of this Church is the Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 3:11), and its code of guidance 
in all its affairs, the Word of God, and this Church does here affirm its faith that the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of Almighty God (Mark 13:31).

2. The object of this Church shall be to worship God according to the teaching of His Word, to practice 
the precepts and examples of the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ as set forth in the New 
Testament, to sustain its ordinances and doctrines and to preach and propagate among all peoples 
the Gospel of Salvation which is by personal faith on Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

3. The purpose of this church is we exist by the grace of God, for the glory of God, which shall be the 
ultimate purpose in all its activities. This church glorifies God by loving Him and obeying His 
commands through: Worshipping Him; Equipping the saints through Bible instruction and study; 
Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through preaching and personal evangelism, and any  other 
means consistent with the teachings of Holy Scripture; Encouraging, supporting, and participating 
in missions work, local, domestic, and international; Administering the ordinances of baptism and 
communion; Encouraging Biblical fellowship among believers; Serving other individuals, families, 
and churches by providing for physical, emotional, and spiritual needs, in the name of Jesus Christ; 
and Calling fellow churches to biblical faithfulness and purity through instruction and 
encouragement about the nature of the local church.

Article 3 – Membership

Section 1 – Qualifications
To qualify for membership in this church, a person must be a believer in Jesus Christ who gives 
evidence of regeneration, who has been baptized, in obedience to Christ, following his or her 
regeneration, and who wholeheartedly believes in the Christian faith as revealed in the Bible. Each 
member must agree to submit to the teaching of scripture as expressed in the Statement of Faiths and 
must promise to keep the commitments expressed in the Church Covenant. The elders shall be 
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responsible for determining each person’s qualification for membership. In making this determination, 
they may rely on a person’s profession of faith, or such other evidence, as the elders deem appropriate.

Section 2 – Admission of Members
To be admitted into church membership, applicants shall be recommended by the elders for admission 
and accepted by vote of the members at any regular or special meeting of the members, and shall at 
that point relinquish their membership in other churches.

Section 3 – Duties and Privileges of Membership 
In accord with the duties enumerated in the Church Covenant, each member shall be privileged and 
expected to participate in and contribute to the ministry and life of the church, consistent with God’s 
leading and with the gifts, time, and material resources each has received from God. Only those shall 
be entitled to serve in the ministries of the church who are members of this congregation; non-members 
may serve on an ad-hoc basis with the approval of the elders. Notwithstanding, non-members may 
serve the church for purposes of administration and professional consultation.

Under Christ this congregation is governed by its members. Therefore, it is the privilege and 
responsibility of members to attend all members’ meetings and vote on the election of officers, on 
decisions regarding membership status, and on such other matters as may be submitted to a vote.

Section 4 – Watch-care Membership
Watchcare Members are snowbirds and others temporarily residing in the Citrus County area who are 
members of an evangelical church may apply for watchcare membership. A letter of commendation will 
be sought from the applicant’s home church. They are persons who submit themselves to the teaching 
and discipline of Christ Community Church and are expected to actively serve. At the same time, 
watchcare members may not vote in membership meetings or serve in the office of deacon or elder. 
There are two situations in which watchcare membership may be appropriate:

1. Persons who are currently members of other churches, yet through a temporary relocation have 
routinely been in attendance at Christ Community Church, may find watchcare membership to be 
the most fitting step (for example, snow birds temporarily living in Citrus County).

2. Persons who were baptized as infants and cannot in good conscience submit to believer’s baptism 
by immersion can be considered for watchcare membership on a case-by-case basis.

Termination of associate membership as a disciplinary measure will be as it is for other members, 
except that the elders shall notify the pastor or elders of the home church of that 
termination.

Section 5 – On Church Discipline
Any member consistently neglectful of his or her duties or guilty of conduct by which the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ may be dishonored, and so opposing the welfare of the church, shall be subject to 
the admonition of the elders and the discipline of the church, according to the instructions of our Lord in 
Matthew 18:15–17 and the example of scripture. Church discipline, then, should ordinarily be 
contemplated after individual private admonition has failed.

Church discipline can include admonition by the elders or congregation, suspension from communion 
for a definite period, deposition from office, and excommunication (see Matthew 18:15–17; 2 
Thessalonians 3:14–15; 1 Timothy 5:19–20; 1 Corinthians 5:4–5).

The purpose of such discipline should be for the repentance, reconciliation, and spiritual growth of the 
individual disciplined (see Proverbs 15: 5; 29: 15; I Corinthians 4:14; Ephesians 6:4; I Timothy 3:4–5; 
Hebrews 12: 1–11; Psalm 119: 115; 141: 5; Proverbs 17: 10; 25: 12; 27: 5; Ecclesiastes 7:5; Matthew 7: 
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26–27; 18: 15–17; Luke 17: 3; Acts 2: 40; I Corinthians 5:5; Galatians 6:1–5; II Thessalonians 3:6, 14–
15; I Timothy 1:20; Titus 1:13–14; James 1:22);

For the instruction in righteousness and good of other Christians, as an example to them (see Proverbs 
13: 20; Romans 15: 14; I Corinthians 5: 11; 15: 33; Colossians 3: 16; I Thessalonians 5: 14 [note this is 
written to the whole church, not just to leaders]; I Timothy 5: 20; Titus 1: 11; Hebrews 10: 24–25);

For the purity of the church as a whole (see I Corinthians 5: 6–7; II Corinthians 13: 10; Ephesians 5: 27; 
II John 10; Jude 24; Revelation 21: 2);

For the good of our corporate witness to non–Christians (see Proverbs 28: 7; Matthew 5: 13–16; John 
13: 35; Acts 5: 1–14; Ephesians 5: 11; I Timothy 3: 7; II Peter 2: 2; I John 3: 10); and

Supremely for the glory of God by reflecting His holy character (see Deuteronomy 5: 11; I Kings 11: 2; II 
Chronicles 19: 2; Ezra 6: 21; Nehemiah 9: 2; Isaiah 52: 11; Ezekiel 36: 20; Matthew 5: 16; John 15: 8; 
18: 17, 25; Romans 2: 24; 15: 5–6; II Corinthians 6: 14–7: 1; Ephesians 1: 4; 5: 27; I Peter 2: 12).

Section 6 – Termination of Membership
The church shall recognize the termination of a person’s membership following his or her death, and 
may do so after he or she has voluntarily resigned or joined with another church. Membership may also 
be terminated as an act of church discipline (ordinarily, but not necessarily, at the recommendation of 
the elders) upon the vote of at least two-thirds of the members present at any regular or special 
meeting of the members.

The church shall have authority to refuse a member’s voluntary resignation or transfer of membership 
to another church, either for the purpose of proceeding with a process of church discipline, or for any 
other biblical reason.

Article 4 - Meetings

Section 1 – Worship Meetings
Worship services shall be held each Lord's Day, and may be held throughout the week as the church 
determines.

Section 2 – Members’ Meetings
In every meeting together, members shall act in that spirit of mutual trust, openness, and loving 
consideration which is appropriate within the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. There shall be a regular 
members’ meeting at least every other month, at some time apart from a public worship service agreed 
upon by the membership. 

An elder designated by the elders shall preside as moderator at all members’ meetings of the church. 
The elders shall see that the stated meetings of the church are regularly held and that required reports 
are submitted to the church by the responsible members.

Provided all constitutional provisions for notification have been met, a quorum shall be understood to be 
met by those members present. All votes shall be tallied based on the number of votes cast by 
members present. 

A budget shall be approved by the membership at a members’ meeting not more than three months 
after the start of the fiscal year. Prior to this approval and subject to the elders’ discretion, expenditures 
may continue at the prior year’s level. At any regular or special members’ meeting, officers may be 
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elected and positions filled as needed, so long as all relevant constitutional requirements have been 
met. 

Special members’ meetings may be called as required by the elders, or at the written request, 
submitted to the elders, of five percent of the voting membership. The date, time, and purpose of any 
special meeting shall be announced at all public services of the church within two weeks preceding the 
meeting. In the event of a written request from the members, the elders shall call a special meeting to 
be held within one month of their receipt of the request.

Article 5 – Officers

Section 1 – Summary
The Biblical offices in the church are elders and deacons. In addition, our church recognizes the 
administrative positions under this constitution of clerk and treasurer. All  officers must be members of 
this church prior to assuming their responsibilities.

Section 2 – Elders
The elders shall be comprised of not less than three men who satisfy the qualifications for the office of 
elder set forth in I Timothy 3:1–7 and Titus 1:6–9. A majority of the active eldership shall be composed 
of church members not in the regular pay of the church, and no elder shall hold the office of deacon 
during his tenure. Subject to the will of the congregation, the elders shall oversee the ministry and 
resources of the church. In keeping with the principles set forth in Acts 6:1–6 and I Peter 5:1–4, the 
elders shall devote their time to prayer, the ministry of the Word (by teaching and encouraging sound 
doctrine), and shepherding God’s flock.

The church shall recognize men gifted and willing to serve in this calling, in accordance with the 
constitutional provisions on elections. These men shall be received as gifts of Christ to His church and 
set apart as elders. This recognition shall be reaffirmed by the church triennially. After an elder, other 
than the senior or associate pastor(s), has served two consecutive three-year terms, he may only be 
elected to the office of elder after at least one year.

An elder's term of office may be terminated by resignation or by dismissal. Any two members with 
reason to believe that an elder should be dismissed should express such concern to the elders and, if 
need be, to the congregation. Any such action shall be done in accordance with the instructions of our 
Lord in Matthew 18:15–17 and I Timothy 5:17–21. Any of the elders may be dismissed by a two-thirds 
vote of the members at any members’ meeting of the church.

The elders shall take particular responsibility to examine and instruct prospective members, examine 
and recommend all prospective candidates for offices and positions, oversee the work of the deacons 
and appointed church agents and committees, conduct worship services, administer the ordinances of 
baptism and communion, equip the membership for the work of the ministry, encourage sound doctrine 
and practice, admonish and correct error, oversee the process of church discipline, coordinate and 
promote the ministries of the church, and mobilize the church for world missions. The elders are further 
to ensure that all who minister the Word to the congregation, including outside speakers, share our 
fundamental convictions.

The elders may establish ministry positions or committees to assist them in fulfilling their 
responsibilities. The elders may also propose funding for new paid staff positions. The membership 
shall approve all candidates to fill the positions of senior and associate pastor. The scope and approval 
of job descriptions for any staff position shall reside in the hands of those with hiring authority for that 
position.
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The elders shall have primary responsibility for the employment, supervision, and evaluation of staff 
members. This responsibility may, on a case-by-case basis, be delegated to another staff member. 
Each year the elders, after consultation with the deacons, the deaconesses, and the membership, shall 
present to the church an itemized budget. This budget shall be presented for discussion at a specially-
called budget meeting and called up for a vote at the following members’ meeting. No money shall be 
solicited by or on behalf of the church or any of its ministries without the approval of the elders.

The elders shall elect a chairman of elders’ meetings and shall also elect one of their number to serve 
as moderator of members’ meetings. For purposes of compliance with the nonprofit corporation laws of 
the State of Florida, the elders shall elect one of their number to serve as the president of the 
corporation.

Section 3 – The Senior Pastor
The senior pastor shall be an elder. He shall perform the duties of an elder described in Section 2, 
above, and shall be recognized by the church as particularly gifted and called to the full-time ministry of 
preaching and teaching.  His call shall not be subject to the triennial reaffirmation or to the term 
limitation set out in  Article 5, Section 2, for elders. His call shall be defined as per Article 6, Section 3. 
He shall preach on the Lord's Day, administer the ordinances of baptism and communion, and perform 
such other duties as usually pertain to that office, or as set forth in the constitution. In the absence or 
incapacity of the senior pastor the elders shall assume responsibility for his duties, any of which can be 
delegated.

Section 4 – Associate Pastors
The church may call additional pastors whose relationship to the senior pastor is that of associate. An 
associate pastor shall be an elder. He shall perform the duties of an elder described in Section 2, 
above, and shall be recognized by the church as particularly gifted and called to the full-time ministry of 
preaching and teaching. His call shall not be subject to the triennial reaffirmation or to the term 
limitation set out in Article 5, Section 2, for elders. His call shall be defined as per Article 6, Section 4. 
He shall assist the senior pastor in the performance of his regular duties and shall perform any other 
duties as usually pertain to the office of pastor, or as set forth in the constitution, or which may be 
specifically assigned to him by the congregation. In the absence or incapacity of the senior pastor for 
defined periods of time (such as sabbatical or illness), the associate pastor(s) shall assume the 
responsibility for his duties under the oversight of the elders.

Section 5 – Assistant Pastors
The church may call additional pastors, from within the congregation only, whose relationship to the 
senior pastor is that of assistant.  An assistant pastor shall be an elder. He shall perform the duties of 
an elder described in Section 2, above, and shall be recognized by the church as particularly gifted and 
called to the full-time ministry of preaching and teaching. His call shall be subject to the triennial 
reaffirmation and term limitation set out in Article 5, section 2, for elders.  His call shall be defined as 
per Article 6, Section 5 He shall assist the senior pastor and associate pastor(s) in the performance of 
their regular duties, and shall perform any other duties as usually pertain to the office of pastor. The 
elders shall define the responsibilities of the assistant pastor(s).

 Section 6 – Senior Pastoral Assistants
The elders may hire additional staff to assist with pastoral ministry, designated as senior pastoral 
assistants. These shall not be pastors, though they may be recognized as elders should they be 
nominated by the elders and elected by the congregation, in accordance with Article 5, Section 2. The 
elders shall define the responsibilities of the senior pastoral 
assistant(s). They shall serve at the will of the elders for an initial term up to four years, though that 
term may be extended with the approval of the elders.
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Section 7 – Pastoral Assistants
The senior pastor may hire additional staff to assist with pastoral ministry, designated as pastoral 
assistants. These shall not be pastors, though they may be recognized as elders should they be 
nominated by the elders and elected by the congregation, in accordance with Article 5, Section 2. The 
senior pastor shall assign the responsibilities of the pastoral assistant(s). They shall serve at the will of 
the senior pastor for a term of one year, though that term may be extended with the approval of the 
elders.

Section 8 – Deacons & Deaconesses
The office of deacon is described in I Timothy 3:8–13 and Acts 6:1–7. The church shall recognize, in 
accordance with the constitutional provisions on elections, men and women who are giving of 
themselves in service to the church, and who possess particular gifts of service. These members shall 
be received as gifts of Christ to His church and set apart as deacons and deaconesses. They shall be 
elected to one term lasting for a maximum of three years and may only be elected to another term after 
one year. Deacons and deaconesses shall care for the temporal needs of members, attend to the 
accommodations for public worship, and encourage and support those able to help others and those 
with gifts of administration. The deacons and deaconesses shall receive, hold, and disburse a fund for 
benevolence, reporting on its use to the elders at their request, and reporting to the church its total 
receipts and total disbursements only.  The deacons and deaconesses, with the agreement of the 
elders, may establish unpaid administrative positions or committees of members to assist them in 
fulfilling their responsibilities in the church.

Section 9 – Clerk
It shall be the duty of the clerk to record the minutes of all regular and special members’ meetings of 
the church, to preserve an accurate roll of the membership, and to render reports as requested by the 
pastor, the elders, the deacons, or the church. The clerk shall be nominated by the elders and elected 
by the congregation to serve a term of one year.  In the absence or incapacity of the clerk the elders 
shall appoint a member to perform the duties of the church clerk. For purposes of compliance with the 
nonprofit corporation laws of the State of Florida, the clerk shall serve as the secretary of the 
corporation. The church clerk shall ensure that dated copies of the most recent revision of this 
constitution shall be available for all church members.

Section 10 – Treasurer
The treasurer, who shall not be an active elder, deacon, or paid church staff member, shall ensure that 
all funds and securities of the church are properly secured in such banks, financial institutions, or 
depositories as appropriate. The treasurer shall also be responsible for presenting regular reports of the 
account balances, revenues and expenses of the church at each members’ meeting. The responsibility 
may be delegated with the approval of the elders. The treasurer shall also ensure that full and accurate 
accounts of receipts and disbursements are kept in books belonging to the church, and that adequate 
controls are implemented to guarantee that all funds belonging to the church are appropriately handled 
by any officer, employee, or agent of the church. The treasurer shall render to the elders annually, or 
whenever they may require it, an account of all transactions as treasurer and of the financial condition 
of the church. The treasurer shall be nominated by the elders and elected by the congregation to serve 
a term of one year.

Article 6 – Elections

Section 1 – Principles
The process for church elections shall be interpreted and carried out to fulfill the following principles: 
Substantial prayer, both individually and corporately, should be an integral part of the election process; 
Nominations should proceed with the support of the elders; All candidates for church office should be 
treated with the grace, kindness, and honesty appropriate in evaluating fellow members; The election 
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process shall express that spirit of mutual trust, openness, and loving  consideration that is appropriate 
within the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Section 2 – Selection of Officers
The election of officers shall be held at a members’ meeting of the church. Names of nominees to serve 
as elders, deacons, clerk, or treasurer shall be presented by the elders at the previous members’ 
meeting (providing that previous meeting occurred at least eight weeks prior), and the election shall 
proceed as directed by the moderator. The elders should seek recommendations and involvement from 
the general membership in the nomination process. Any member with reason to believe that a 
nominated candidate is unqualified for an office should express such concern to the elders. Members 
intending to speak in opposition to a candidate should express their objection to the elders as far in 
advance as possible before the relevant church members’ meeting. The moderator shall declare 
elected all men receiving a 75% majority of all votes cast for the office of elder. For all other offices, the 
moderator shall declare elected all persons receiving a simple majority of all votes cast; abstentions will 
not 1 be considered as votes cast. The persons elected shall assume their respective offices upon 
election, unless another date has been specifically designated.

Section 3 – Calling of the Senior Pastor
In the calling of any man to this position, the same basic process of calling an elder must be followed. 
In addition, however, the church must be given adequate opportunity to assess the preaching gifts of 
any potential senior pastor and, before being asked to express its judgment, must receive assurance 
from the elders that, having interviewed the man concerned, they are in no doubt as to his 
wholehearted assent to the Statement of Faith and Church Covenant. Notice of the nomination of a 
man to be elected to membership and called as senior pastor (which shall include, if necessary, 
election to membership of his wife if he is married) must be given at two Sunday morning  services 
following the nomination, prior to the vote at a members’ meeting.
Section 4 – Calling of Associate Pastor 
In the calling of any man to the position of associate pastor, the same basic process of calling an elder 
must be followed. In addition, however, the church must be given adequate opportunity to assess the 
preaching gifts of any potential associate pastor and, before being asked to express its judgment, must 
receive assurance from the elders that, having interviewed the man concerned, they are in no doubt as 
to his wholehearted assent to the Statement of Faith and Church Covenant. Notice of the nomination of 
a man to be called as associate pastor (which shall include, if necessary, election to membership of him 
and his wife if he is married) must be given at two Sunday morning services following the nomination, 
prior to the vote at a members’ meeting.

Section 5 – Calling of Assistant Pastor
The calling of any man to the position of assistant pastor requires that that man have been recognized 
and called by the congregation to the office of elder, according to the process described in Article 6, 
Section 2. Such a man may then be called by the elders to serve as assistant pastor with defined duties 
for a fixed period of time specified by the elders in the terms of his call.

Article 7 – Indemnification

Section 1 – Mandatory Indemnification 
If a legal claim or criminal allegation is made against a person because he or she is or was an officer, 
employee, or agent of the church, the church shall provide indemnification against liability and costs 
incurred in defending against the claim if the elders determine that the person acted (a) in good faith, 
(b) with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a similar position would exercise under similar 
circumstances, and (c) in a manner the person reasonably believed to be in the best interest of the 
church, and the person had no reasonable cause to believe his or her conduct was unlawful.
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Section 2 – Permissive Indemnification
At the discretion of the elders, the church also may indemnify any person who acted in good faith and 
reasonably believed that his or her conduct was in the church’s best interest and not unlawful.

Section 3 – Procedure
If a quorum of the elders is not available for an indemnification determination because of the number of 
elders seeking indemnification, the requisite determination may be made by the membership or by 
special legal counsel appointed by the membership.

Article 8 – Dispute Resolution 

Believing that the Bible commands Christians to make every effort to live at peace and to resolve 
disputes with each other in private or within the Christian Church (see, e.g., Matthew 18: 15–20, I 
Corinthians 6: 1–8), the church shall require its members to resolve conflict among themselves 
according to biblically based principles, without reliance on the secular courts. Consistent with its call to 
peacemaking, the church shall encourage the use of biblically 

based principles to resolve disputes between itself and those outside the church, whether Christian or 
pagan and whether individuals or corporate entities.

Article 9 – Amendments

The Statement of Faiths and Church Covenant may be amended by a three-quarters vote of the 
members present and voting at a members’ meeting, provided the amendment shall have been offered 
in writing at the previous members’ meeting, and shall have been announced from the pulpit at church 
services two successive Sundays prior to such vote. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present and voting at a members’ meeting, provided the amendment shall have 
been offered in writing at the previous members’ meeting, and shall have been announced from the 
pulpit at church services two successive Sundays prior to such vote. The revised version of this 
constitution shall be made available to all church members by the church clerk.
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Appendix A — Baptist Faith and Message 2000

The Scriptures
The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to man. It is a 
perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the 
principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true 
center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious 
opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine 
revelation.

God
There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the 
Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other 
perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, 
present, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest 
love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

God the Father
God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the stream 
of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, and 
all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is 
fatherly in His attitude toward all men.

God the Son
Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself 
human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself completely with mankind yet 
without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on 
the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a 
glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He 
ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully 
God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in 
power and glory to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all 
believers as the living and ever present Lord.

God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. 
Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and effects regeneration. At the moment 
of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian character, 
comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His church. He 
seals the believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that 
God will bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the 
believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.

Man
Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He created them male and female as the 
crowning work of His creation. The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of God's creation. In the 
beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his free 
choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan 
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man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original innocence whereby his posterity 
inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of 
moral action, they become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of God can 
bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of God. The 
sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that 
Christ died for man; therefore, every person of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of 
respect and Christian love.

Salvation
Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest 
sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no 
salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby believers become new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the 
sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are 
inseparable experiences of grace.
Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and 
commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Saviour.

Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of all sinners who 
repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and favor with 
God.

Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart to God's 
purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue throughout the regenerate 
person's life.

Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of the redeemed.

God's Purpose of Grace
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and 
glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in 
connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, 
holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility.
All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His 
Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into 
sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, 
and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

The Church
A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of baptized 
believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the two 
ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them 
by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each congregation operates 
under the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a congregation each member is 
responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While 
both men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as 
qualified by Scripture.
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The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which includes all of the redeemed 
of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper
Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen 
Saviour, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of 
life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead. Being a church 
ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and to the Lord's Supper.
The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through partaking 
of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second 
coming.

The Lord's Day
The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. It is a Christian institution for regular observance. It 
commemorates the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should include exercises of worship and 
spiritual devotion, both public and private. Activities on the Lord's Day should be commensurate with 
the Christian's conscience under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

The Kingdom
The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular 
kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of 
salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to 
pray and to labor that the Kingdom may come and God's will be done on earth. The full consummation 
of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age.

Last Things
God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According to His 
promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth; the dead will be raised; and 
Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of 
everlasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward 
and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord.

Evangelism and Missions
It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of man's spirit by God's Holy Spirit means the 
birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a spiritual necessity of the 
regenerate life, and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus 
Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of
every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a 
Christian lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ.

Education
Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. All sound learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian heritage. The new birth 
opens all human faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge. Moreover, the cause of education in the 
Kingdom of Christ is co- ordinate with the causes of missions and general benevolence, and should 
receive along with these the liberal support of the churches. An adequate system of Christian education 
is necessary to a complete spiritual program for Christ's people.
In Christian education there should be a proper balance between academic freedom and academic 
responsibility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human life is always limited and never absolute. 
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The freedom of a teacher in a Christian school, college, or seminary is limited by the pre-eminence of 
Jesus Christ, by the authoritative nature of the Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which the 
school exists.

Stewardship
God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him. 
Christians have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding 
stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under obligation to serve Him with their time, 
talents, and material possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the 
glory of God and for helping others. According to the Scriptures, Christians should contribute of their 
means cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately, and liberally for the advancement of the 
Redeemer's cause on earth.

Cooperation
Christ's people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions as may best 
secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority 
over one another or over the churches. They are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, 
combine, and direct the energies of our people in the most effective manner. Members of New 
Testament churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, 
and benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ's Kingdom. Christian unity in the New Testament 
sense is spiritual harmony and voluntary cooperation for common ends by various groups of Christ's 
people. Cooperation is desirable between the various Christian denominations, when the end to be 
attained is itself justified, and when such cooperation involves no violation of conscience or 
compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word as revealed in the New Testament.

The Christian and the Social Order
All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives and in 
human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of 
righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the 
regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Christ, 
Christians should oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual 
immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to provide for the 
orphaned, the needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of 
the unborn and contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death. Every 
Christian should seek to bring industry, government, and society as a whole under the sway of the 
principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love. In order to promote these ends Christians should 
be ready to work with all men of good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of 
love without compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth.

Peace and War
It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousness. In accordance with 
the spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in their power to put an end to war.
The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the world is the 
acceptance of His teachings in all the affairs of men and nations, and the practical application of His 
law of love. Christian people throughout the world should pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Religious Liberty
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church and state should be separate. The 
state owes to every church protection and full freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for 
such freedom no ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state more than others. 
Civil government being ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience thereto in 
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all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church should not resort to the civil power to 
carry on its work. The gospel of Christ contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. 
The state has no right to impose penalties for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no right to 
impose taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal, 
and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men, and the right to 
form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil power.

The Family
God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of persons 
related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. Marriage is the uniting of one man and one 
woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's unique gift to reveal the union between Christ 
and His church and to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate 
companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and the means for 
procreation of the human race. The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are 
created in God's image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A 
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide 
for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of 
her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image of 
God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her husband 
and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to 
demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual 
and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make 
choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their parents.
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Appendix B — The Gospel Coalition Confession of Faith

The Tri-une God 
We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is infinitely perfect 
both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, and is therefore 
worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows the 
end from the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings about 
his eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen creation, to the praise 
of his glorious grace.

Revelation 
God has graciously disclosed his existence and power in the created order, and has supremely 
revealed himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate Word. Moreover, this 
God is a speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed himself in human words: we believe 
that God has inspired the words preserved in the Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New 
Testaments, which are both record and means of his saving work in the world. These writings alone 
constitute the verbally inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative and without error in the 
original writings, complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all that God requires us 
to believe and do, and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge to which it speaks. We 
confess that both our finitude and our sinfulness preclude the possibility of knowing God’s truth 
exhaustively, but we affirm that, enlightened by the Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth 
truly. The Bible is to be believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, 
in all that it requires; and trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people hear, believe, 
and do the Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.

Creation of Humanity 
We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and Eve 
belonged to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as God’s agents to 
care for, manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship with their Maker. Men and 
women, equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and are 
both called to move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement in 
family, church, and civic life. Adam and Eve were made to complement each other in a one-flesh union 
that establishes the only normative pattern of sexual relations for men and women, such that marriage 
ultimately serves as a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God’s wise purposes, men 
and women are not simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in mutually 
enriching ways. God ordains that they assume distinctive roles which reflect the loving relationship 
between Christ and the church, the husband exercising headship in a way that displays the caring, 
sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife submitting to her husband in a way that models the love of the 
church for her Lord. In the ministry of the church, both men and women are encouraged to serve Christ 
and to be developed to their full potential in the manifold ministries of the people of God. The distinctive 
leadership role within the church given to qualified men is grounded in creation, fall, and redemption 
and must not be sidelined by appeals to cultural developments.

The Fall 
We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited his original 
blessedness—for himself and all his progeny—by falling into sin through Satan’s temptation. As a 
result, all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their being (e.g., 
physically, mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned finally and irrevocably to death
—apart from God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all human beings is to be 
reconciled to the God under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the only hope of all human beings is 
the undeserved love of this same God, who alone can rescue us and restore us to himself.
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The Plan of God 
We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty sinners 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them and chose them. 
We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one 
day glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all people 
to repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained Christ to 
be their Redeemer.

The Gospel 
We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. Utter folly to the 
world, even though it is the power of God to those who are being saved, this good news is 
christological, centering on the cross and resurrection: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not 
proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not 
central (the message is: "Christ died for our sins . . . [and] was raised”). This good news is biblical (his 
death and resurrection are according to the Scriptures), theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, 
to reconcile us to God), historical (if the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still 
in our sins, and we are to be pitied more than all others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and 
transmitted by the apostles, who were witnesses of these saving events), and intensely personal 
(where it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved).

The Redemption of Christ 
We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became human: the 
Word became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two natures. The man Jesus, the 
promised Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was 
born of the virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed 
miraculous signs, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and 
ascended into heaven. As the mediatorial King, he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, 
exercising in heaven and on earth all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest and righteous 
Advocate. We believe that by his incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ 
acted as our representative and substitute. He did this so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God: on the cross he canceled sin, propitiated God, and, by bearing the full penalty of 
our sins, reconciled to God all those who believe. By his resurrection Christ Jesus was vindicated by his 
Father, broke the power of death and defeated Satan who once had power over it, and brought 
everlasting life to all his people; by his ascension he has been forever exalted as Lord and has 
prepared a place for us to be with him. We believe that salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name given under heaven by which we must be saved. Because God chose the lowly things of 
this world, the despised things, the things that are not, to nullify the things that are, no human being can 
ever boast before him—Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness, and redemption.

The Justification of Sinners 
We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those who are 
justified. By his sacrifice, he bore in our stead the punishment due us for our sins, making a proper, 
real, and full satisfaction to God’s justice on our behalf. By his perfect obedience he satisfied the just 
demands of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is credited to all who trust in 
Christ alone for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, and his 
obedience and punishment were accepted in place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, this 
justification is solely of free grace, in order that both the exact justice and the rich grace of God might 
be glorified in the justification of sinners. We believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows 
from this free justification.
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The Power of the Holy Spirit 
We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is applied to his 
people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and, as the other Paraclete, is present with and in believers. He convicts the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment, and by his powerful and mysterious work regenerates spiritually dead 
sinners, awakening them to repentance and faith, and in him they are baptized into union with the Lord 
Jesus, such that they are justified before God by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. 
By the Spirit's agency, believers are renewed, sanctified, and adopted into God's family; they participate 
in the divine nature and receive his sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the down 
payment of the promised inheritance, and in this age indwells, guides, instructs, equips, revives, and 
empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.

The Kingdom of God 
We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ by faith and 
through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight in the blessings of the 
new covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation that awakens a desire to glorify, trust, 
and obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be revealed. Good works constitute indispensable 
evidence of saving grace. Living as salt in a world that is decaying and light in a world that is dark, 
believers should neither withdraw into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it: 
rather, we are to do good to the city, for all the glory and honor of the nations is to be offered up to the 
living God. Recognizing whose created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we 
are to love our neighbors as ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to the 
household of God. The kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is the exercise of God’s 
sovereignty in the world toward the eventual redemption of all creation. The kingdom of God is an 
invasive power that plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and regenerates and renovates through repentance 
and faith the lives of individuals rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a new 
community of human life together under God.

God’s New People 
We believe that God’s new covenant people have already come to the heavenly Jerusalem; they are 
already seated with Christ in the heavenlies. This universal church is manifest in local churches of 
which Christ is the only Head; thus each “local church” is, in fact, the church, the household of God, the 
assembly of the living God, and the pillar and foundation of the truth. The church is the body of Christ, 
the apple of his eye, graven on his hands, and he has pledged himself to her forever. The church is 
distinguished by her gospel message, her sacred ordinances, her discipline, her great mission, and, 
above all, by her love for God, and by her members’ love for one another and for the world. Crucially, 
this gospel we cherish has both personal and corporate dimensions, neither of which may properly be 
overlooked. Christ Jesus is our peace: he has not only brought about peace with God, but also peace 
between alienated peoples. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity, thus making 
peace, and in one body to reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God through the cross, by which he put to 
death their hostility. The church serves as a sign of God’s future new world when its members live for 
the service of one another and their neighbors, rather than for self-focus. The church is the corporate 
dwelling place of God’s Spirit, and the continuing witness to God in the world.

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordained by the Lord Jesus himself. The former is 
connected with entrance into the new covenant community, the latter with ongoing covenant renewal. 
Together they are simultaneously God’s pledge to us, divinely ordained means of grace, our public 
vows of submission to the once crucified and now resurrected Christ, and anticipations of his return and 
of the consummation of all things.  Baptism is an ordinance of the Lord Jesus, obligatory upon every 
believer, wherein he is immersed in water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, as a sign of his fellowship with the death and resurrection of Christ, of remission of sins, and of 
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his giving himself up to God, to live and walk in newness of life. It is prerequisite to church fellowship, 
and to participation in the Lord's Supper.  3

The Restoration of All Things 
We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his holy angels, 
when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be consummated. We believe in the 
bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the unjust to judgment and eternal conscious 
punishment in hell, as our Lord himself taught, and the just to eternal blessedness in the presence of 
him who sits on the throne and of the Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the home of 
righteousness. On that day the church will be presented faultless before God by the obedience, 
suffering and triumph of Christ, all sin purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be all 
in all and his people will be enthralled by the immediacy of his ineffable holiness, and everything will be 
to the praise of his glorious grace.

 Adapted from Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington D.C.  http://www.capitolhillbaptist.org/we-are/governed/constitution/.  1

 Adapted from Bethlehem Baptist Church Minneapolis, MN.  http://www.hopeingod.org/document/constitution-and-laws. 2

 Adapted from Baptist Faith & Message 2000.  http://www.sbc.net/bfm2000/. 3
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Appendix C1

Church Membership Covenant

As members of Christ Community Church, we affirm this covenant with one another by God’s grace, for 
our good, and ultimately for the glory of God. Having been led by God’s grace to repent and believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ  and to surrender our lives to Him,  and having been baptized as Christians in the 2 3

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  we covenant together to glorify God  by 4 5

making disciples of Jesus  through the Gospel among all peoples.6 7

Together, we will exalt God in worship.  We will delight in the glory of God,  depend on the presence of 8 9

God,  grow in the knowledge of God,  and submit to the Word of God as the all‐sufficient authority in 10 11

our lives and in His church.   We will passionately pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible 12

reading, prayer, fellowship and the practice of spiritual disciplines.   We will pursue holiness from the 13

Gospel through the power of the Holy Spirit putting to death ungodly attitudes and actions and putting 
on more of Christ.   A few examples addressed in Scripture are: practicing chastity unless married, 14

fidelity in heterosexual, monogamous marriage; abstaining from all sexually immoral practices such as 
adultery, premarital sex, and pornography;  refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, gossip and 15

other sinful behavior as the Bible dictates.16

Together, we will hold fast to the hope we profess.  We will regularly participate in communion as we 17

solemnly and joyfully remember the past work of Christ on the cross, celebrate the present work of 
Christ at the Father’s right hand, and anticipate the future work of Christ in His return for His bride.18

Together, we will spur one another on to love and good deeds.  We seek to be equipped and to equip 19

others as we regularly participate in the life of Christ Community Church by attending weekly services 
and engaging in serving those within and outside of this church.   We will meet with one another 20

consistently,  pray for one another regularly,  and serve one another selflessly.  We will share each 21 22 23

other’s joys and bear each other’s burdens.  We will edify one another with our speech  and 24 25

encourage one another with our example.  We will humbly and gently confront one another and 26

receive correction from one another in accordance with a New Testament understanding of church 
discipline and restoration.  We will steward the resources God has given us through money, time, and 27

spiritual gifts, expressed in regular cheerful, generous giving and support, service and participation in 
sacrificial community, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel among all nations.28

We will submit to the leadership of elders who have been entrusted by God to serve and care for this 
body by teaching the Word of Christ to us and modeling the character of Christ before us, and we will 
affirm deacons as leading servants in the church.  If we move from this local body, we will as soon as 29

possible unite with another local church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the 
principles of God’s Word.30

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all.   Amen.31
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Appendix D
Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. (Mark 
12:28-31; Luke 6:31.) Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to 
be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of Christ Community Church.

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two 
distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen 1:26-27.) 
Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a 
single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Gen 2:18-25.) 

We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are 
married to each other. (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4.) We believe that God has commanded that no 
intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, 
bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God. (Matt 
15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10.)

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Christ Community Church as the local 
Body of Christ, it is imperative that all persons employed by Christ Community Church in any capacity, 
or who serve as volunteers, and who are members of Christ Community Church agree to and abide by 
this Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality. (Matt 5:16; Phil 2:14-16; 1 Thess 5:22.)

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking 
His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor 6:9-11.)
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 Christ Community Church’s Covenant is influenced by several God-centered and well established Baptist churches including: 1

The Church at Brook Hills. http://www.brookhills.org. Sojourn Community Church. http://sojournchurch.com. Capitol Hill Baptist 
Church, Washington DC. http://www.capitolhillbaptist.org. The Summit Church Raleigh Durham.  http://www.summitrdu.com. 
The Village Church Denton, TX.  http://www.thevillagechurch.net.  
Acts 2:38; 16:31; 20:21; Romans 10:9‐10.2

 Luke 14:25‐33.3

 Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:41; Romans 6:1‐4.4

 Isaiah 43:7; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17.5

 Matthew 28:18‐20; 2 Timothy 2:2; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8; John 20:21.6

 Psalm 67:1‐2; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 5:9-10; 7:9‐10.7

 Hebrews 10:22; Romans 12:1‐2.8

 Psalm 16:11; 37:4; 63:1‐11; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Philippians 4:4.9

 Exodus 33:14‐18; Matthew 28:20; John 15:5; James 4:8.10

 Philippians 3:10; Colossians 1:9‐12; 2 Peter 3:17‐18.11

 2 Timothy 3:15‐17; Psalm 19:7‐11; 119:105‐112; 2 Timothy 4:2‐4; 2 Peter 1:20-21.12

 Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22.13

 1 Peter 1:14-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:5-17.14

 Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20, 10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1- 8; Hebrews 13:4.15

 Romans 1:28-32, 13:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:18; James 3:3-18.16

 Hebrews 10:23.17

 Luke 22:7‐23; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 11:23‐32.18

 Hebrews 10:24.19

 Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:23- 25; Titus 3:14.20

 Hebrews 10:25.21

 Philippians 1:3‐6.22

 Romans 12:9‐13.23
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